
A l iterary festival on the South Side of Chicago
designed with young readers and writers of 

al l  ages in mind!

THE 3RD ANNUAL
WORDS OF WONDER
LITERARY FESTIVAL



ABOUT US 
Burst Into Books is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit committed to
helping the youth deepen their love of reading by
integrating the arts, providing opportunities for them to
engage with those connected to the literacy field, and
creating a space for them to express themselves. We are
invested in supporting the whole family unit in order to
establish long lasting change.

Burst into Books envisions a world that is transformed through
intentional access to culturally responsive literature. 
Our mission is to provide culturally relevant enrichment
opportunities, engage and support the community through
access to resources, and leverage the brilliance of Black people to
cultivate published authors. 

IMPACTING THE LIVES OF
CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

THROUGH LITERACY

S i n c e  2 0 1 8 ,  w e ’ v e  i m p a c t e d  o v e r  2 0 , 0 0 0  y o u n g  r e a d e r s  a n d  h a v e  d i s t r i b u t e d  o v e r  2 5 , 0 0 0  b o o k s !

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113


Monthly Hybrid Book
Club Sessions
Families can join in person at UIC
Neighborhood Center - Auburn
Gresham and online through Zoom.

 Programs 
and Events

After School Writing
Lab
FREE writing workshops for 1st to 8th
grade students starting December 5th.

"The Front Row" Virtual
Storytime series
We introduce families to amazing
individuals in the literary field and they
will have an opportunity to ask
questions too!

Community Circles
Parent Workshop series to discuss
various topics affecting youth and
families.

Lit Talk!
A workshop series in which various
reading specialists provide parents with
tips to help their child with their reading
and writing skills. 

Holiday Celebration
A great time for the community to come
together for holiday festivities and free
books.

Black History Month
An annual celebration about the black
history of Chicago. Attendees participate
in engaging activities and learn about
pivotal moments in black history. 

Special Events
Curated events and workshops for the
community centered around culturally
relevant literature.

Spelling Bee & Oratory
Competition
An annual event in which students
demonstrate their mastery of vocabulary
words and oratory pieces. 

Remixing the Narrative
Farmer's Market
An annual community event to provide
fresh produce, resources and free books.



Our mission is to use literacy as a tool to help
develop a love for literature and provide safe spaces
to explore topics that impact the whole family.

Our team brings a wealth of passion, youth and
academia experience from some of the most
distinguished schools, halls of ivy, organizations, and
establishments. 

We also get the work done through the help of
volunteers who are looking for ways to give back to
the community and serve in a variety of ways.

We all share a unified mission, to serve children
and help develop their love for reading and
literature.

How We Get Things Done 



The Annual Words of Wonder (WOW) Literary Festival is a
celebration of books-to-be-written and books-to-be-read.
Designed with young readers and writers of all ages in mind,
this annual festival, hosted on the South Side of Chicago,
provides children and their families with unparalleled access
to creative, engaged, and book-forward programming during
a day-long celebration. With interactive literacy and art
programming, opportunities for youth and families to
connect with community resources, animated storytelling by
Black authors and illustrators, a diverse group of book
vendors and installations for all ages, story-based dance,
interactive writing workshops, Indigenous and African styled
drumming, a wide range of live music, healthy food choices
and snacks, giveaways and much more there is no question
that every attendee leaves saying "WOW." 

Please consider joining us in our pursuit to support creativity,
engage students during those crucial summer months, and
ensure our youngest readers and writers have access to the
events, resources, and community which will ensure they
thrive!



W.O.W. Lit Fest 2023 

 Recap
JULY 29, 2023 | 11 AM TO 5 PM 

DR. CONRAD WORRILL TRACK & FIELD
CENTER, 10201 S. COTTAGE GROVE AVE. 

JASON REYNOLDS

Date & Time:

Location:

Author Headliner:



825 14

Our Impact 

Total number of
Attendees at the 2nd
Annual WOWLit Fest 

We had both local and
national authors who

were a part of the event

Sponsors 
for the festival

90 Hundreds

Vendors in
attendance to make
this event a success

Over  both local 
and national

authors 

of books were sold,
given and blessed to

all attendees



What attendees had to say about the
Words of Wonder Literary Festival 

-

-

Testimonials



What attendees had to say about the
Words of Wonder Literary Festival 

-

-

-

Testimonials



Our 2023 Headliner
Author is

Jason Reynolds 





Main Floor &
Outdoor  

Performers
South Shore Drill Team

Chicago Bulls' Bucket Boys

https://www.southshoredrillteam.org/
https://magevents.com/band/the-bucket-boys/


Dare to Share
Workshops
Facilitators 

Dr. Gholdy Muhammad JERRY CRAFT DR. Saba Khan Vlach

https://hillpedagogies.com/
https://education.uiowa.edu/news/2020/11/seeing-and-being-seen


African Drumming and Dancing Author Storytimes with Markedia
Alston & Clothilde Ewing

Dr. Cartman and Company 
(Drumming Circle)

Youth and Family Area Performers



Interactive StationsInteractive Stations
Book Making

Area
Cultural Art
Exploration

Creative
Writing

Music
Production

Mobile Art
Cart

Patrick Oliver William Estrada



20232023
sponsorssponsors



Attendees enjoyed:
Interactive literacy and arts programming

Connections to community resources

Vibrant storytelling by Black authors/illustrators
and interactive writing workshops

A diverse group of book vendors and
installations for all ages 

A wide range of live music (including
Indigenous and African-styled drumming) and
story-based dance   

Healthy food and snack choices, giveaways
and much more!!

Takeaways

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113


Event
Sponsorship
OpportunitiesDiscover the many

exciting ways you can
support this essential
event. 



WHO:
Burst Into Books' 
Community Partners

WHERE:

Saturday, July 27, 2024

WHEN: GOAL:
2,000 children, teens, parents &
educators eager for a cultural literary
experience

Dr. Conrad Worrill Track & Field
Center, 10201 S. Cottage Grove,
Chicago, IL 60628

This one-of-a-kind sponsorship opportunity will allow you to 
be a part of history! WOW! is guaranteed to inspire and engage.
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04

What will your investment do? 

Ensure a memorable event for all attendees 

Stimulate our students' minds during those important summer months 

Increase access to young people’s events which cultivate creativity

Provide curated spaces that allow each child to feel included and valued

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113


PREMIER SPONSOR

PLATINUM SPONSOR

GOLD SPONSOR

SILVER SPONSOR

BR0NZE SPONSOR

COMMUNITY SPONSOR

Sponsorship
Packages

01

02

03

04

05

06



Corporate logo placement on posters, banner, program, and event t-shirts
Two-page color advertisement in program book (11 x 8.5”)
Dedicated corporate recognition story in Burst Into Books e-newsletter
Dedicated post on Burst Into Books social media platforms
Sponsorship recognition on all press materials, event advertising 

       and promotional materials
Corporate logo featured in at least 2 dedicated e-blasts to festival invitees
and attendees
Corporate logo and link displayed on Burst Into Books website for one year
Vendor table (includes 8 foot table and 2 chairs)
Formal Premier Sponsor acknowledgement throughout the festival

$25,000PREMIER SPONSOR



Corporate logo placement on posters, banner, program, and event t-shirts
Full-page color advertisement in premier placement in program (5.5 x 8.5”)
Sponsorship recognition on all press materials, event advertising and promotional
materials
Corporate logo featured in at least 2 dedicated e-blasts to festival invitees and
attendees
Corporate logo and link displayed on Burst Into Books website for one year
Vendor table (includes 8 foot table and 2 chairs)
Mention from the stage throughout the entire event
Formal Platinum Sponsor acknowledgement throughout 

       the festival

PLATINUM SPONSOR $15,000



$10,000GOLD SPONSOR

Half-page color advertisement in festival program (5.5 x 4.25”)
Logo placement on banners, signage, event t-shirts and flyers 
Logo featured in at least 2 dedicated e-blasts to festival invitees and
attendees
Corporate logo and link displayed on Burst Into Books website for one year
Recognition in selected press materials, event advertising and promotional
materials (print and electronic)
Vendor table (includes 8 foot table and 2 chairs)
Formal Gold Sponsor acknowledgement throughout the festival



$5,000SILVER SPONSOR

Half-page color advertisement in festival program (5.5 x 4.25”)
Listing on banners, signage, event t-shirts and flyers 
Logo featured in at least 2 dedicated e-blasts to festival invitees and
attendees
Listing displayed on Burst Into Books website for one year
Recognition in selected press materials, event advertising and promotional
materials (print and electronic)
Vendor table (includes one 8 foot table and 2 chairs)
Formal Silver Sponsor acknowledgement throughout the festival



$3,000

Half-page black and white advertisement in festival program (5.5 x 4.25”)
Listing on banners, signage, event t-shirts and flyers 
Listing featured in at least 2 dedicated e-blasts to festival invitees and
attendees
Listing displayed on Burst Into Books website for one year
Recognition in selected press materials, event advertising and promotional
materials (print and electronic)
Vendor table (includes one 8 foot table and 2 chairs)
Formal Bronze Sponsor acknowledgement throughout the festival

BRONZE SPONSOR



COMMUNITY SPONSOR $1,000

Formal acknowledgement throughout the festival
Listed on printed materials and website
Vendor table (includes one 8 foot table and 2 chairs)



VILLAGE SPONSOR $5 TO 
$999

Name acknowledged on the website



Planning
Committee
Members
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SAVE THE DATE
3rd Annual Words Of Wonder Literary Festival

27 JULY 2024

Stay tuned for more updates! www.burstintobooks.org/wowlitfest

DATE MONTH YEAR

SATURDAY
DAY



Our 2024 Headliner
Author is

Derrick Barnes
WWW.DERRICKDBARNES.COM



Vanessa Brantley-Newton
WWW.VANESSABRANTLEYNEWTON.COM



312-970-9551
PHONE NUMBER

wowlitfest@burstintobooks.org 
EMAIL ADDRESS

www.burstintobooks.org 
WEBSITE

Thank you for
your time...
We hope you'll join and
support this essential event.

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1DUF2isFWsqVSYhbaACYtbgcLi_YjDqpE3GLQIVgkKQg/edit#gid=69851113

